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PRESIDENT PENNSYLVANIA INNOCENCE PROJECT

hen 2016 began, Tyrone Jones, Crystal

Weimer, and Donte Rollins were all long-time
prisoners of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania—
for crimes they had not committed. Mr. Jones was
in his 43rd year of incarceration, Ms. Weimer, her
tenth, and Mr. Rollins his eighth. Sixty-one years of
wrongful imprisonment, all told.

Mission Accomplished, and Accomplished,
and Accomplished

When 2016 ended, each had been freed. Except
for Mr. Jones, all had been exonerated, an outcome
to which Mr. Jones, who was released on parole, is surely entitled and will one day
enjoy. The three owe their freedom to an array of pro bono lawyers—Hayes Hunt,
Jeff Bresch and Katie Matscherz, and Michael Wiseman—who, along with our own
staff, were as tenacious and resourceful as the best practitioners you ever saw at
play in the fields of the law.

Considering the thinness and dubiousness of the evidence that convicted the three,
and the length of time and enormous effort required to remove the scales that blinded
the eyes of justice to their innocence, the state of the criminal justice system makes
one weep. When, on the other hand, one reflects on the determination of our lawyers
and investigators—Marissa and Nilam, Shaina and Nick—to right injustice, and on the
extraordinary grace of the clients when they emerged into the light, well, that, too, is
enough to make one cry. How not to be stirred by the sight of small-minded, heart-
less institutions being resisted and overcome by large-souled human beings.

Judged on the freedom gained for Messrs. Jones, Rollins, and Ms. Weimer, the
mission of the Pennsylvania Innocence Project was served extremely well in 2016.
So, t0o, was the institution built to serve the mission. In 2016, the Project opened a
Pittsburgh office, founded an organization of young professionals who share a
passion for innocence, and designed a new structure with a new team to lead the
Project beginning in 2017.

We Span the State

During our gestation period as an organization, we were the “Philadelphia Innocence
Project” A wise person counseled that there were benefits to being identified with
the state more so than with the City of Philadelphia. Maybe call the new entry in the
innocence movement, “The Keystone Innocence Project” When we incorporated in
2008 we did so as “The Pennsylvania Innocence Project”
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Until 2016, however, we were state-wide in name only. In 2016 we accepted the
invitation of Duquesne Law School to establish on its campus an office and inno-
cence clinic to instruct and train Duquesne and Pitt Law School students. We then
hit the jackpot with the hiring of former Federal Public Defender Liz Delosa to staff
the office and clinic. The Pittsburgh legal community welcomed us in style with a
spectacular reception in September hosted by PNC at the new PNC Tower. Our
Board now includes two prominent members of the Pittsburgh bar, another facet
of the Board’s increasing diversity.

Advocates for Innocence

One sign of the Project’s impact has been the enthusiasm it has engendered for the
mission, especially among young lawyers. To capitalize on that enthusiasm and, at
the same time, cultivate future Board members, we formed Advocates for Innocence
as a committee with 15 members. With guidance and support from our staff, the
Advocates will dedicate themselves to innocence-related projects of their choosing,
learn the mechanics of public interest law firm operation and management, and
augment the Project's Board in advancing the Project’s mission.

The Leadership Transition

Richard Glazer’s advice that 2016 would be his last full year of service as the Proj-
ect's Executive Director and that our Development Director Bill Babcock would be
retiring in the first quarter of 2017 sharpened our collective attention to transition
planning. The happy outcome of the efficient planning process was the adoption of
a new management structure, the decision to elevate Marissa from Legal Director to
Executive Director on Richard’s retirement in 2017, and Howard Scher’s acceptance
of the role of the Board President, effective January 1, 2017

Richard, of course, has been a model Executive Director for the length of the Proj-
ect’s life. Besides his many tangible contributions, his stature within the community
has added immeasurably to the Project's. For the past nine years it has been my
pleasure and good fortune, and that of the entire Board, to collaborate with Richard
on realizing our vision of a world-class innocence organization. Richard's legacy is
the imprint left on the Project of his professionalism, kindness, and class.

As | yield the floor to Howard, as well as the prerogative of penning future presi-
dent’s letters, | do so with pride and satisfaction in what a truly marvelous group of
men and women—Board, staff, volunteer lawyers, and supporters—has managed to
accomplish in so short a period of time. But congratulations—self and otherwise—
have to give way to the acknowledgement that the crest of the hill is still a long way
away. Join me, won't you, in continuing the climb.

David Richmond

2016 Board President, Pennsylvania Innocence Project
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was 16 years old when police arrested him in Philadelphia for the murder

of Henry Harrison. Police estimated there were 30 to 60 people on the scene when they
arrived, though no witnesses were named, and no eyewitnesses testified at trial. The infor-
mation circulated by police described a suspect wearing a red skull cap, though someone
a half-foot taller than Tyrone. Tyrone was arrested outside his home, about nine blocks from
where the crime took place. Police interrogated him without a parent or attorney present.
The police neither conducted further investigation nor interviewed any of the 30-60 witnesses.

The Project found and spoke with four eyewitnesses to Harrison's murder; they
all remembered details from that night. All four said they did not see Tyrone anywhere in the
area at the time of the crime. After 40 years in prison, Tyrone’s sentence was reduced to 35
years to life and he was released on parole in part due to his exemplary behavior. “While we
remain committed to proving Tye’s innocence, we are thrilled to welcome him home,” said
his attorney, Cozen O’Connor Partner Hayes Hunt. This representation has been through
the Cozen O'Connor pro bono program along with the Pennsylvania Innocence Project.
“Tye has been a pillar of strength throughout his ordeal,’ Hunt said.




CLIENTS RELEASED IN 2016

was exonerated on June 27, 2016, after the Fayette County District
Attorney withdrew all charges. Crystal served 11 years for a murder she didn't commit.
When she was incarcerated, she left behind three young daughters who had little access
to their mother for all those years — years that can't be made up.

Crystal was wrongly convicted for the 2001 murder of Curtis Haith who was
beaten and shot. A key piece of evidence used against her was a supposed bite mark on
the victim’s hand. Two jailhouse witnesses claimed she confessed to them, both of whom
had written to the prosecutor asking for deals for themselves or relatives, although the prose-
cutor told the jury neither had anything to gain from their testimony. A third witness accused
Crystal of participating in the murder in exchange for a plea to third-degree murder and a
reduced sentence. The Project worked with the Federal Community Defender and attorneys
from Jones Day in post-conviction challenges that established the bite mark evidence was
junk science and cannot be used for identification. She was released in October 2015.

Tyrone Jones

When a nine-year-old boy in the Philadelphia neighborhood of Strawberry Mansion was shot
and critically injured, was miles away at the mall with friends. He had store
receipts and was on video at more than one location, but the jury did not see or hear this
evidence. He was convicted and sentenced to 62 and one-half to 125 years in prison.

After 10 years of wrongful incarceration, Donte asked attorney Michael Wiseman
to represent him, who then asked the Project to help. In a post-conviction challenge, the team
was able to present all the evidence the first jury should have heard. Prosecutors eventually
agreed that Donte received ineffective assistance from his trial counsel and that his conviction
should be vacated. Still, the judge denied the petition. On appeal to Superior Court, the judges
reversed the previous PRCA judge's decision and remanded the case to the Court of Common
Pleas with orders to vacate the conviction and release Donte to house arrest. The Philadelphia
District Attorney withdrew charges, and said it would have been “‘impossible” for Donte to have
committed the crime. Donte’s conviction was vacated, and all charges withdrawn on December

20, 2016.
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PITTSBURGH MANAGING ATTORNEY

rom the day we opened our doors here at Duquesne University's Tribone Center
for Clinical Legal Education, we have been enthusiastically welcomed by the
Western Pennsylvania community.

We have had the privilege of working with hundreds of this community’s outstanding
professionals, students, and residents in the pursuit of true justice, including;

* law clinics for Duquesne and Pitt students (pictured left);

+ 150 Western Pennsylvania pro bono attorneys;

* 10 Western Pennsylvania law firms;

= 30 volunteers from all walks of life;

= B0 forensic scientists;

= 96 trained students from numerous area universities and law schools; and

* 8 nationally renowned experts who have agreed to provide their expertise
on a pro bono or reduced fee basis.

In conjunction with our Western Pennsylvania pro bono partners, the Project has
agreed to represent five Western Pennsylvania inmates in their pursuit to prove
innocence. We are actively vetting another 25 cases and have successfully located
potential biological evidence in six cases that may now be subjected to modern
day DNA testing methodologies.

We are beyond grateful for the outpouring of enthusiasm and support by this
community and cannot wait to see all that we are able to accomplish in the

year ahead.

Liz DelLosa
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Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Martha Morse

Richard & Cynthia Myers

Eleanor & John Myers

Sue Osthoff

Pepper Hamilton LLP

Louis & Cherylann Perrone

Lesley Ann Perry

Philadelphia Bar Foundation
Raynes McCarty

Michael H. Reed Yalta Gilmore Reed
Reed Smith LLP

David Richman & Janet Perry

Len Rieser & Fernando Chang-Muy
Riley H. Ross, Il

Michael J. Rotko

David Rudovsky

Louis S. Rulli

Elizabeth Savitt

Howard Scher

Schnader Harrison

Stuart & Rita Schuman
Carolyn Short & Joseph Torsella
Samuel Silver

Elise Singer

Michael Sklaroff

Rayman L. Solomon

David Sonenshein

Larry H. Spector & Ann Rosen
Scott & Nan Langen Steketee
Janet & Seymour Stotland
Hon. David Strawbridge & Louise Strawbridge
Joseph Sullivan

John Summers

Stephen & Nancy Sundheim
Joseph Tate

William Taylor

Frank & Reggie Thomas

TIFF Advisory Services, Inc.
Victoria & John Turlik

United Way of Greater Philadelphia & S. New
Jersey

Erik & Joyce Videlock

Adam & Robin Weinstein
Welsh & Recker, PC.

Nancy Winkelman

David J. Wolfsohn
YouThePlanet Foundation
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Interest Income

In-kind Donations

Earned Income

Idividual Giving

Government
Funding

41.15%

ENUE

19.38%

Grants and
Family Foundations

18.75%

Corporate Giving

Fundraising Program Services

Donated 69.44%
Administrative

Services

Administrative

Costs N s ES
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2016 FINANCIAL OVERVIEW

REVENUE

Idividual Giving

Corporate Giving

Grants and Family Foundations
Government Funding

Eamed Income

Interest Income

In-kind Donations

TOTAL

EXPENSES

Program Services
Administrative Costs
Dontated Administrative Services

Fundraising

TOTAL
Year-end net assets

Change in net assets

$285,569
$130,120
$134,465
$ 89,585
$ 18,500
$ 9575
$ 26,162

$693,976

$444,986
$ 41,720
$ 49,000
$105,133

$640,839
$838,388
$ 84,305

41.15%
18.75%
19.38%
12.91%
2.67%
1.38%
3.77%

69.44%
6.51%
7.65%

16.41%

For greater detail you are welcome to review our 990 on www.GuideStar.org
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ADVOCATES FOR INNOCENCE

Mira Baylson
Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP

Lorie Dakessian
Conrad O'Brien PC

Jay Evans
Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis LLP

Jonathan Feinberg
Kairys, Rudovsky, Messing & Feinberg LLP

Monica Gibbs
Delaware River Port Authority

Grace Gaspari

Rebecca Lacher
Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis LLP

Katie Matscherz
Jones Day

Hannah Dowd McPhelin
Pepper Hamilton LLP

John Powell
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney PC

Teressa Ravenell
Villanova University Charles Widger School of Law

Colleen Shanahan
Temple University Beasley School of Law

Mara Slakas
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

Joshua D. Snyder
Boni & Zack LLC



THANK YOU TO THESE 2016 VOLUNTEERS

Robert Abernethy

Adam Alperowicz

Nathan Andrisani, Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

Kenneth M. Argentieri, Duane Morris LLP

Megan Armstrong

William Arsenault

Chun Yee Au

Kelsey Ayers

Madison Bailey

Michael L. Banks, Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

Caroline Bar, Duane Morris LLP

Richard Barkasy, Schnader Harrison Segal &
Lewis LLP

Andrew Barris

Yelena Barychey, Blank Rome LLP

Jeffrey Beenstock, Ballard Spahr LLP

Joshua Benjamin

Jayne Bernsten

Diane Beyers

Olga Birg

Daniel Blickman, Blank Rome LLP

Dexter Blum

Michael J. Boni

Jamison Bonner, Duane Morris LLP

Madison Brensinger

Jeffrey J. Bresch, Jones Day

Chris Brigante

Michael Broadbent

Dana Brody

Robert Brookman, Alan L. Frank Law Associates, PC

Jacob Brown

Marie Bucci

Andrew Bull

David Burpoe

Anjali Bushan

Jayme Butcher, Blank Rome LLP

Rebecca Cabrera

Carolyn Carpenter

Christen Casale, Morgan Lewis & Bockius LLP

Theresa Castellucci

Elizabeth Catalano

Sean Champagne

Thomas Chisena

Anna Christensen, Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

Regina Chusid

Hon. Robert Cindrich

Timon Cline

Sharon Coghlan, PNC Bank

Walter Cohen

Amy Coles, Blank Rome LLP

Jessica Colliver

Amanda Cookman

Tracey Corbett

Alfred Cordasco

Javier Coronado

Joseph Culleiton, Blank Rome LLP
Kristin Daly-Barnes

Joyce Dailey

Jennifer Daniels, Blank Rome LLP
Frank Dante, Blank Rome LLP
Michael DeBaecke, Blank Rome LLP
Simoné Delerme

Vincenzo DellOsso

Amanda DeMarco

Amanda Deptula

Wendy Dickieson

Ryan Dickinson

David D’Orlando, Alan L. Frank Law Associates, PC
Nicole Dovishaw

Daniel Dowdy

Brian Drach

Zahra Dsouza

Lauranne Duffaut

Emily Duffy

Kelly Duffy

Nora Eccles

Catherine Egan

Christian Elliott

Brian Ellixson

Lydia Ellsworth

Megan Engstrom, Duane Morris LLP
Stephanie Esrig

Justin Ettelson, Saul Ewing LLP

Jay Evans

Karen Fahrner, PNC Bank

Bonnie Fatell, Blank Rome LLP
David B. Fawcett

Jenna Ferraro

Rebecca Feuerhammer

Nan Feyler

James Figorski

Sarah Figorski

Ralph Finizio, Pepper Hamilton LLP
Dayna Finkelstein, Blank Rome LLP
Paige Forster, Reed Smith LLP

Evan Frank, Alan L. Frank Law Associates, PC
David Freedman, Barley Snyder, LLP
Mark Freeman

Timothy French, Blank Rome LLP
Erica Fruiterman

Josh Gajer, White and Williams LLP
Robert Gallagher, Pepper Hamilton LLP
Thomas Gallagher

Shachar Gannot

Alexandre Gapihan, Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney PC
Renee Garcia, PNC Bank

Abel Garza

Grace Gaspari, Buchanan, Ingersoll & Rooney PC



Hon. James Giles, Pepper Hamilton LLP

Susannah Glick

Brian Gocial, Blank Rome LLP

Robert Gordon, Alan L. Frank Law Associates, PC

Kimberly Gost

Kaitlin Gottlieb

Ryan Gower, Duane Morris LLP

Kyle Gray, Saul Ewing LLP

Michael Graziano, Blank Rome LLP

Andrew Greer

Michele Grenier

J. Patrick Griffin

Courtney Marie Grochowski, Blank Rome LLP

Simon Groshenko

Dina Grove

Morgan Haas

Emily Hanlon, Schnader Harrison Segal &

Lewis LLP

Emily Hart

Katherine Hastings

Thomas Hazlett, Ballard Spahr LLP

Jason Hazlewood, Reed Smith LLP

Kristi Heidel

Kara Heininger

Sally Hess

Sarah Hibbert

Margaret Hill, Blank Rome LLP

Rebecca Hillyer, Morgan Lewis & Bockius LLP

Daniel Hinger

Irene Hong

Geoffrey Huling, Mitts Law, LLC

Tucker Hull, Pepper Hamilton LLP

Hayes A. Hunt, Cozen O'Connor

Jeffrey Hutton, Exelon Business Services

Company, LLC

Daniel Huyett, Stevens & Lee

Bojana llic

Robert Jackel

Alexa Jacobson

Emma Jobinpicard

Zachary M. Johns, Morgan Lewis &
Bockius LLP

Adam Johnson

Michael Joseph

B. Andrea Jung

Faith Kaliski, PNC Bank

Meghavi Kanani

Dai Katagiri

David Kelner, Ketterman Rowland & Westlund

Eamon Kenny

Kristina Kim

Amy M. Kirby

Eli Klein, Morgan, Lewis & Brockius LLP

J. Colin Knisely, Duane Morris LLP

Michael R. Komo, K&L Gates

Pionati Kristen

Hannah Kropp

Michael Kunz, Ballard Spahr LLP

Joanna Kunz, Ballard Spahr LLP

Sarah Kuper

Caitlin Lackner

Connor Lacy

Maureen Lawrence

Wonho John Lee, Morgan Lewis &
Bockius LLP

Jane Lehman, Pepper Hamilton LLP

Spencer Lempert

Lydia Leung

Alison Lewandoski

Brooke Lewis

Hon. Timothy K. Lewis

Brian Libes

Benjamin Locklair

John M. Lyons, Shook, Hardy & Bacon LLP

Richard Mackowsky

Vaishali Mahna

Kate Mahoney

Jane Manchisi, Morgan Lewis & Bockius LLP

Louis Mande

Evan Manna

Melissa Margulies, Ballard Spahr LLP

Megan Marriner

Jency Mathew

Katelyn Matscherz, Jones Day

Patrick Matusky, Duane Morris LLP

Amanda McCourtie

Stephanie McDermott

Katharyn Christian McGee, Duane Morris LLP

Kevin McGilloway

Hannah McPhelin, Pepper Hamilton LLP

Clara Melly

Sean Meluney, Alan L. Frank Law
Associates, PC

Michael Mentzel, White and Williams LLP

Bruce Merenstein, Schnader Harrison Segal
& Lewis LLP

Susan Metcalfe, Duane Morris LLP

Steven Millman, Ballard Spahr LLP

Megan Miner, PNC Bank

Maurice R. Mitts, Mitts Law, LLC

Jonathan Moore, Blank Rome LLP

Joseph Moran, Blank Rome LLP

Natalie Moritz, PNC Bank

Kayla Morrow, NY Education Department,
Equality & Access

Daniel Mullin, Ballard Spahr Andrews &
Ingersoll, LLP

Andrew Napier, Morgan Lewis & Bockius LLP

Thomas Nardi

Adam Naughton

Gemini Nazareno

Stephen Nicolai, Hogan Lovells US, LLP



John Nicoll, PNC Bank

Joanne Noble

Daniel O'Brien

Jessica Oestreicher

Leah O'Mahony

Michael Onufrak, White and Williams LLP
Alice Oppenheimer

Patrick O'Reilly, Blank Rome LLP
Zachary Ostrow

Jaclyn Palmerson

Gretchen Panchik

Kevin Passerini, Blank Rome LLP
Andrew Patrick

Cheri Pearce

Lilybel Peralta

Danielle Petaja, Saul Ewing LLP
Denise Petracci

Taylor Pickersgill

Sydney Pierce

Michael Podevyn

Jaclyn Poulton

John Powell, Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney PC

Allison Radocha

Paul Rathblott

Wagar Rehman

Daniel Rhynhart, Blank Rome LLP

Daniel Ritterman

Noah Robbins, Pepper Hamilton LLP

Ann Roche

Christopher Rodrigues

Andrew Rogoff

Joseph Rosenberg

Joshua Ruby

David Rudovsky

Nancy Oliphant Ryan

Abigail Samuels

Nicholas Sandercock

Deborah Sands

Helen Santoro, Dechert LLP

Muhammad Sarahue

Rachel Satinsky

Shelby Scheffler

Philipp Scheibenpflug

Howard Scher

Audrey Schimeneck

Thomas Schmidt, Pepper Hamilton LLP

Andrew F. Schneider

Emily Schrank

Michael Sells

Kyle Semroc

Alicia Serpa

Colleen Shanks

Bahar Shariati, Bridgestone Americas Inc.

Edward Sholinsky, Schnader Harrison Segal
& Lewis LLP

Matthew Shoup

Zachary Sicso

Christiana Signs, Greenburg Traurig

Salvia Sim

John Sindoni, Boni & Zack LLC

Brian Singer

Kelsey Singleton

David Sipprelle

Lauren Sisson

Patricia Smith, Ballard Spahr LLP

Rachel Smydo, PNC Bank

Joshua D. Snyder, Boni & Zack LLC

Matthew Sokolic

Alexander Spiro, PNC Bank

Michael Stein, PNC Bank

Kelly Stevenson

Anna Stockman, Blank Rome LLP

Jessica Stow, Morgan Lewis & Bockius LLP

John Summers

Mark Swirsky

Pauline Tavife

Julia Tedjeske, Blank Rome LLP

Zeynep Tekin

Jaclyn Terranova

Charlotte Thomas

Kelly Thompson, Public Health Management
Corp.

Paul Titus

Robert Tuerk

Jessica Tully

Christen Tuttle

Stephen Valero

Erin Varley

Ruth-Helen Vassilas

Jennifer A. Vogel

lan Wahrenbrock

Kyle Watson

Whitney Weinlein, Parker McCay

Yulia Weisberg, Bristol-Myers Squibb Co

Ralph Wellington, Schnader Harrison Segal
& Lewis LLP

Carly Wells

Roxana West

Charles Windon

Nancy Winkelman, Schnader Harrison Segal
& Lewis LLP

Esther Winne, Morgan Lewis & Bockius LLP

Michael Wiseman

Yuanyou Sunny Yang, Duane Morris LLP

Becca Yankelevich

Matthew Yost

Sean Zabaneh, Duane Morris LLP

Mims Maynard Zabriskie, Morgan Lewis
& Bockius LLP

Alexandra Zeiger

Laura Zipin
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